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II. REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the above-mentioned application in view of the amendments 
above and the remarks following is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-9, 11-13, 15-19, 21-26 and 29-35 are pending in the application. Claims 
1-9, 12, 15-19, 21-26 and 30-34 stand rejected. Claims 11, 13 and 35 are objected to. The 
Examiner has allowed claim 29 and has indicated that claims 11, 13, 17, 32 and 35 
contain allowable subject matter. 

Claims 1, 17, 21, 31 and 32 have now been amended. No new matter was 
introduced by these amendments. 

A. 35 U.S.C. § 112 Rejections 

Claims 17 and 32 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as 
being indefinite because the "and/or" renders the scope of the claim indeterminable. In 
response, claims 17 and 32 were amended to replace the "and/or" by "or". 

B. Double Patenting 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-9, 12, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21-26, 30, 31, 33 and 34 under 
the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being 
unpatentable over U.S. patent No. 6,988,828 in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,807,300. The 
terminal disclaimer filed on 10/04/2006 has not been accepted because the person who 
signed the disclaimer had not been recognized by the Examiner as an officer of the 
applicant. A new terminal disclaimer is being submitted herewith signed by Leslye B. 
Davidson, who is specifically named on the Declaration and Power of Attorney that was 
filed with the present application. The fee for the terminal disclaimer was previously 
paid with the amendment submitted on October 2, 2006. If it is determined that any 
additional fees are due, the Commissioner for Patents is hereby authorized to charge said 
fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-0552. 
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C. Claims Rejection under 35 USC $103 

Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 30, 31, 33 and 34 stand rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over, U.S. Patent No. 6,082,897 
(Galomb) and U.S. Patent No. 4,807,300 (Aunsit). 

Examiner asserts that Galomb '897 discloses the claimed device except for at 
least one tongue member connected to at least one of the male and the female member. 
Examiner further asserts that Aunsit '300 discloses that it is known in the art to provide 
flanges on analogous males and females units. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the Examiner's rejections, at least in view of the 
amendments to claims 1 and 21. 

In section 16 of the final Office Action the Examiner asserts that the featues upon 
which the Applicant relies in the arguments filed on 10/04/2006 are not recited in the 
claims. Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1 to and 21 have now been amended to 
explicitly recite that the male or female units are completely separated from each other by 
a gap. Applicant further refers to the claims of US patent No. 6,988,828 approved by the 
Office. 

Claim 21 was further amended to remove inconsistency by replacing the term 
"member" by the term "unit" where appropritae. 

Similarly, claim 31 was amended to remove inconsisteny by replacing the term 
"both" by the more appropritae pharse "two of the at least two or three". 

Applicant believes that amended claims 1 and 21 are now in condition for 
allowance, rendering dependent claims 2, 4-7, 9, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 30, 31, 33 
and 34 allowable as well, at least by way of dependency. 
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III. Conclusion 

In view of the above amendments and remarks it is respectfully submitted that all 
pending claims are in condition for allowance. As all grounds of objection and rejection 
have been addressed and overcome, issuance of a Notice of Allowance of the pending 
claims are respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

DAVIDSON, DAVIDSON & KAPPEL, LLC 




Davidson, Davidson & Kappel, LLC 
485 Seventh Avenue, 14**" Floor 
New York, New York 10018 
(212) 736-1940 
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